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“urban health is influenced by four sets of hazards - (I) environmental risk
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“To justify his case, Nehru insisted that conditions in East Bengal did
not constitute a grave danger to its Hindu minorities. Well after the
Hindu exodus had begun, he remained adamant that it could be
haltered and even reversed. All that was needed, according to Nehru,
was for the government in Dacca to deploy well-conceived
‘psychological measures’ to restore confidence among the Hindu

. iy Y
minorities.”
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“Oh! What a situation...Drinking water! Health care! Oh! What a
miserable condition! Scarcity of water, lack of proper health care, and
oh yes, irregular supply of ration made our lives unbearable. You
know, in such a situation, many children died of dysentery in our
camp. The dead bodies of children were sometimes buried, but very
often were simply thrown away in the jungle for paucity of funds.
The government used to pay only palpable amount of money for the
cremation of a body. Oh! There were also hyenas around their camp.
Usually the hyenas appeared after sunset and took away children
from the tents or huts of the overcrowded refugee camp. While

memorizing those days it appears like a nightmare to me...”
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“Lakhs of East Bengal refugees, who have come over to West Bengal
and erected hutments and set up colonies around Calcutta on their
own initiative and without any Government help, have to fight
appalling poverty on the one hand and epidemic disease on the other.
Of all the problems, they have now to face, inadequacy of medical aid
is the most pressing one. Thousands of refugees living in a colony are
faced with epidemic diseases and death. There is not a single doctor
to attend on them, nor [or] a single dispensary to supply medicine to
the sick..The medical officer-in-charge of the squads in his latest
report says that deficiency diseases such as night blindness, rickets,
nutritional oedema are most prevalent in all the colonies. Besides, a
large number of cases of dysentery, influenza, kala-azar, malaria, and
typhoid are being treated by them [doctors] daily. He also says that
he is getting five to six cases of tuberculosis daily and he apprehends
that this number will go on rising if Government continues to remain
indifferent to the problem of the refugees as they are now, and the
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public health of Bengal will in no time be at stake.
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