Appendix to Chapter-I11: |

Your Corgmiitee-will next proceed to notice the reforms introduced into the
rules established for securing the Company a revenue derivable from the mo-
nopoly of Salt, and for improving the condition of the natives employed in the
manulacture of that article.

®

The Salt with which the inhabitants of the populous provinces of Bengal and
Bahar are supplied, is obtained from the earth found impregnated with sca
salt at the mouths of the Ganges, in the tracts contained between Ballasore and
Chittagong. On the acquisition uf the Dewanny, the infand trade in salt;
beetle nut *md tobacco, was vested in an exclusive company, for the benefit of
the Lumpean servants ; who enjoyed the profits of the concern, in licu of salary.
The reguiations of the 3d September 1766, fixed the price at ‘which salt should
be *-oid, i lots to the natives, at two hund:ed rupees per hundred maund; and
prohibited the sale of it, on these terms, to any but the natives.  Otlier re-
strictions, calculated to secure the natives from the injurious eficets of a
monopoly, were likewise. introduced; which lasted till the January following,
when the socicty abeve-mentioned of trade, was abolished by orders frem the
court of directors ; but, owing to the time necessary to teiminate the con-
tracts which had bcen entered into for the supply of sait, this society was
not finally put an end to, till October 1768. The advantage to the govermment,
bad been a duty of 50 per cent. on the value of the ralt manuiictured, which,
togethier with fiftzen per cent. on beetle, was estimated to produce an anranal
fvvenue
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revenue of twelve or thirteen lacs of rupees. On the abolition of thc society
of trade, the manufacture appears to have been thrown open to the native
merchants, who might employ the manufacturers; and to such of the zemindars
as by their siteations, possessed the convenience, and by their.sunnuds the
right, of making salt within their limits: but restrictions were stili imposed, to
prevent the opulent natives from entcring into combinations for the purpose of
monopolizing the sale of salt in the interior, and from oppressing the ma-
nufacturers.

_ Inthe year 1772 it was determined, 1st. “ That the salt in every part: of the

« province should be on the same fooling:—2d. That the salt should be
“ made for the company:—3. That the coiiurws or manufactories in each
« district, should be let in farm- for five years.” By the conditions of the farm,
a certain quantity of salt was to be delivered at a stipulated price, which was
then to be dealt out at a fixed price to the pative conductors of the inland
trade, who had agreed beforehand to aid the farmers by advance of money for
the payment of the labourers or lower classes of manufacturers. _

" InJuly 1777, the practice of . f'lrmlng the mahauls or manufactories was co®-
tinued; but the salt produced, was left to the farmer’s disposal.

- Asthe revenue accrning to the Company up-to this time, from the manufacture
of salt, did not appear eqial to what might, under a more judicious management
be derived from 1t, a new- system was introduced in September 1780, * for the
« provision of salt by agency, under which all the salt ofPlhe provinces was to he
¢ manufactured for the comnpany, and sold for ready money, at moderate fixed
“ rates, to be ascertained aud published at the beginning of every season by the
« governor general and council.” The European agents employed in this
department, were restricted by oath to their avowed allowances: but, exclusive
of a salary, they were allowed a commission of ten per cent, on the proﬁl; which,
should accrue to the Company under their management; and by public
advertisement, lhe manufatturers of salt were reqmrul to %late l.hemsehea

under their direction. This plal. was strenuous[y opposed in Council ; but thq
result appears to have justified the expectations formed by the governor general,
Mr. Hasvixes, who proposed its introduction; for -the net average amount
of revenue brought to account in the first three years following the new
mode of mahagement, was sicca rupees’ 40,00,5%0. ‘o £, 8%464,060. and
the same, for the three years pre-;,edmg the arrival of Lord Cornwallis
S* R 45,03.900. or £.8%522,450.

* The regulations introduced by Lord Cornwallis, do not alter the general plan
of the monopoly as above introduced; but are calculated to remove all compulsion
from the manufacturers, and to guard them from the impositions of the interme-
diate native agents, :,t«tndmg between the covenanted I:.uropean servants of the
¢company, and thie labourers in the manufactory. Your Committee have the
satisliction of observing, that under these rules, the revenue derived from salt has
largely increased, and that the net advantage to the Company, from this and im-
proved sales, has risen to sicca rupees 11,725,700. or ,E S8t 1,360,180. on an
average of the last three years. '
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Source: J. Grant, The Fifth Report from the Select Committee on the Affairs of the East India Company,

PP.22-23
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SALT LANDS, Ceded, and Dewanny.

That woody unhospitable fract of country, which, for the sake of distinction, may be
henceforth termed Noondeep, bordering the sca coast in a curve, stretching across the
mouths of the Ganges, about 330 British miles from Jellasore West, on the frontiers of the
Chucklch of Miduapore in Orissy, to Islamabad, the port and capital of Chittagong, ncar
the S. E. extremity of Bengal, and comprehending (inclusive of the Sunderbunds) an arca
at least of 7,000 square miles in isles or continent, already comprised in the general dimen-
sions of the soubah, hath always been of considerable importance, as a sirong! natural barrier
against foreign invasion, or as yickling the necessary article of salt for internai €omsumption.
But it is only within the period of British administration; that its soil and growth of wood,
both cssent’al to the production of this valuable manufacture, have been turned to the
proper financial account of the state, instead of cariching, with greater burthen on the
people, two or three corrupt foujedars with a fow favourite Mogul or other forcign mer-
chants; who always, exclusively, uider Mussulman goverminent, possessed the entire trade
of the country ; while the larger body of Hindoo natives, employed in tiis and every other
branch of commerce, were, as they still for the most part continue to be, mere carriers,
brokers, shrofls or agent banians, recciving indefinite commission settied at discretion by
themselves. '

To acquicsce however entire in the political rectitude of the principle, on which a fermer
source of partial individual benefit hath thus been converted 1o public utility, or yather
restored to the requisite funds of national supply ; it is to be remarked, that the sovercign is
not only:absolute proprictory lord of‘the carth and water' from which the salt is extracted,
as well as of all the fuel required in the operation ; but, by mode of agencey, is the sole im-
mediateiv original superior of the works and molungian boilers, who are kept always n
pay, receiving or entitled (besides an allowauce of at least cie rupee per mmonth cach, while
so cmployed as usual in the six dry months occupation) to a lurtier constant annual full
subsistence in free productive lands, sct apurt for Gieir muiatenanee, under the head of
kharije jumma of the chakeran or scrvants, to be cuitivated by themseives in tire proper
. scason of the year;—and that the manufactired produce of @ siil ihus possessed, asuisted
by labour so purchased, is as much the civil right and salcable property of the despotie
master, as the natur] yearly growth of these lunds termed Klis and Cénar, occurring
every where daily thronghout the eountry 5 which, becoming for o tme unienaated, ore cul-
tivated by hire or contriet, on the special account of thie state, Aovertheless, a specics of
wonopoly it must be called, where all territory, with its rude or cultivited production, ap-

periaing
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pertaing exclusively to the prince. Yet, as in its actual form, it lcaves

213
the mast perfect

freedom ef interior traffic to all Ewropean and native inhabitants, excepting only Rritish
subjeets, after the first immediate sale on the spot where produced ; it differs widely from

’

thuse pernicious institutions, under the same denomination, in other parts of the world,
fraveht with complete disndvanmgcs to trade. At the saine time, the policy of cunverting
it into a source of revenue, secins ot ouly warranted by the present insufficiency of public
income, the extreme moderation of all other territorial burthens on the people, bemg greatly

short of the sovereign's coustitutional claim, with the expediency of
aunual supplics in part from the intermediate agents of production, and

thus levying the
partly from those

employed on behait of consminers 3 but is more than justified in the opinion of perhaps the
ablest, most liberal, financier of the present age, and Ly the example of the greatest civilized

existing nxtions.  When iu France (a dominion not more than double the
1

extent and popu-

lation of Bengal) the aubetle, which s an inipost, or ratherlic ¢xclusive rizht of selliner salt
oA T ’ S 5

throughout the kingdom, produces an annual revenue to the crown of 54 millions of livres,

equivalent to two krore of rupees; and vet the king is noither territorial or saline pro-

prietor of the rude materials réquired in the manufactare, more thar rig
ployer of the workmen, advnncmg with risk the original cost of labour, i

itiul arbitrary em-

nvolving a certain

maintenance for a number of industrious, though thus virtually the sole privileged merchant

for vending in tlie retail of general farms throughout all the interior provinces, one of the
G rets g g : p '

great necessaries of life prepared at the hazardous expense of others for the market;—the

virtue and political cconomy then of British administration in India,
acknowledged in one instance, by resumption, with improvement, of a do
‘misapplied source of public supply, under the head of Feroosh Nemuck,
manufactured salt, involving at all times an impost of equal weight on'the
.fully and properly realized to the exclaeﬂuer since the year 1780. Anci
common, the quantity of this article ma

must at least be
rmant or hitherto
or sales of native
country, but only
catly, and still in

e for, and consumed amually in Bengal, may be

estimated on an average, at twenty lucks of maunds each of 8olbs. weight, produced by the

labour of 45,000 Molungecs; who with superior agents, including all

expeizes paid in

mouey, were entitled to an allowance of about 20 rupees, usually advanced by contracting
~merchants, besides what was deemed equivalent to 40 rupecs ore, furnished constautly in

‘laad, sud returned 10 the state from the original standard price of delivery

Jatreriy at 60 rupees per di®, though afterwards for the benefit of 2 fow M ogul mono-

at Hooghly, fixed

polists, of which the prineipal had generally the title of Takher-ul-Tejar, most exalted of mer-
cliants, enhanced throughout the dilferent markets of the soubah at: various rates,reducible on
it medium to at least 2 rupecs per M4 Dut since the annexation under the sume viceroyalty,
of the province of Behar (formerly supplied with salt, as the greater part of Uppcr Hindostan
stili vontinues to be, from the lake Sambkur in Ajimere) the total required for home con-
sumption or foreign exports o Asham, Napaul, with other neighbouring inland states, hath

increased 5 fncks of maunds. **That sirplus was at first imported from the Coromandel coast,
n wi cd Madras or bay salt, of baser quality and value, as produced by the simple
ops

near tie shore. But on the establisment of the private.society in 1

tivi: ¢f the sun on sea water, introduced into. shallow pits prepared for the purpose
;{5?, and since again, on
tiie lustitution of the preseat public plan, it was fonnd expedient to prohibit this hranch of

ludian coasting trade, aficcting alone the native inhabitants of the country. And now the
-whole quantity in yearly demand (being on a medium .28.]acks of maunds) is manufactured
in the proportion of 1/3¢ in the ceded and 2f3® in the dewanny lands of Bengal, for the use

probably of 10 millions of souls there, and one fourth of that number in
only & moderate charge for onc of - the comforts of life, at the utmost
annas, or thirteen pence each individual per ann. allowing the gross sales, i

Behar.; impdsing
calculation of 6f
nclusive of all ex~

penses, to be - - - - - - - - Sicea Rupees 54,50,000

“Seniviany, charges attending the completion and sale of the manufacture,

(") Dapxev Moiuxcray, original complete advance of wages, now paid in
meney to about 60,000 salt manufacturers of all denominztions, engaged for
the dry scasen, frem Noveniber to May following, at the rate of about 40 R*
P M#, being near 3 R* each person p’ month, far six

monihs moderate lubour - -t e w - - - 11,20,000

(2d.) AXuERASAT AnvUNG, expense of trausportation to the place
of sule; weighuwien, erection of storehouses, purchase of utensils

requisite for the currying on of the works, &e, with all contingent

charges, on an averuge - - - - - - - - 4,50,000
(81.) Ressoox, or commission of 10 p' cent. to European superin-
tendants, on the net producﬁsuppost}) - - - - - 3,80,000

—_—

% ) o \§ —
TOTAL nect annual sales of Salt, rEquiring n.l\vn)'s‘nn advasnce for 18 months -
of 15 lucks of rupees capital to answer charges, before complete returns
can be made to government ; which, since (i yéwr 1781, hath resumed
s right to the entire original profits aceruing from the manufacture, and
previously in part brought to public credit wnder the three following
Aicads, proper to be continued in the cume fermis.of account, wnd distinet
ageacy, to serve a: mutual cheeks, though now to be deducted inw lesser
propartion from the whole clear produce, anmguuiingto - . .

MINIIA:
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MINIHA:
Tcnsie Sounaupanny coilection.of Revenue to the vear 1150, B.

(1rt) HassiL Kauchry, making part of the bundobust te:hkhees of Meer
Coszim, including thie tooniary, or original ground rent of all he

salt lunds - - = s - - ~ - - - 2,235,000

(2d.) Muasoor; Sayer duty on all the salt imported, manufactured
and ccosumed in Bengul and Behar, &c. reckoned at 28 lacks of
maunds at 2§ R* p’ bundred maunds - - - - - 70,000

3d.) Kerever, or usual profit of the circar on the delivery of 83 :
lacks of maunds, made in the district of Hejellee, and audited in ¢
the jumma at the standard valuation of Hooghley, after deductinyg
a lack of rupees as the praportion of ground reut received as
above = - - - - - - - - - - 2,50,000

TOTAL Revenue of Salt, accounted with the state to 1170 - R* 5,435,000

Teasie Dowaxwy, additional collections fram 1172 to 1178, iuclusive ;
(1st & 2d.) Hassir Nemuck, as established to the end of Mahomed

Reza Khan's administration in 1771/2, beiug further kahlary and

rowaneh -dutics, as alveady stated, exclusive of (he mhasool

2} pcent. - . = EE e 8 ay om = - .12,03,000

—

. TOTAL net rated Collections,. made on account of Sult, to 1187 A.B.}

: -or 1780 A.D. thoygh perhaps never fully realized, before the excellent :18,40,000
. simplified institution of thut year  « - - - - - =
-{3d.) Baxy Kerrver—Balance of profit arisinz on the moderate original settling
price of salt, before appropriated 1o purtial individual benefit ; but now, with
great propriety und justice, resumed or incorporated with the publie reve-
Sl T i T 16,60,000
’ M

Source: J. Grant, Appendix to the Fifth Report. From the Select Committee of the House of Commons on the
affairs of the East India Company, , PP.312-314
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Appendix to Ve . REPORT from The Select -Committee on

[No. 4.

g5 FOUJEDARRY OF HEDGELEE.

\A¥ aLysis shewing the component parts of the Jummabundy Kool of this district, amounting in gross A.B. 1169, to
“Rupres 10,41,314, mising from the Mudboor aund Nemucky lunds, in the following proportions, according to which,
if not ostensibly, the ordinury Malgoozary was in fuct, realized to the year 1172, und subsequently.

than 5,20,255 1%, after deducticg at the rate of 9/6. per C*
20,464 I* batty or serinjammy charges. The particu-
lars of Abwabs nnd Muscoorat, here inserted, are chiefly
tuken from M. R Khan's statement ‘'of them, in bis bun-
dobisstof 1172, % ¢

The Bherybundy chasge, though included in the com-
prounse of Muscoprat, involved probably the whole
expense actdly incarred yearly, being merely in re-
paring buanis wlraayly formed. © The divisions of Jella-

mwotih to Duodis

TR MUDIHOORY. _ Jusma ool NEMUCKY. Jomme Kool
Ausil Jumma Toomary from 11350 1172 = - | 4,34,382 "The original Jumma of this_portion, when in-
Muscocrat deductions; viz. ’ corporated with the Ausil Toomary of the
S * Jella- | Mhesa- | Toom- 3= 1) Mudhoory lunds, under the description of
* Jwdodun.| dal. | Tock | Swsb. | Nugdy, or money rental, amounted to more
1. Nancar - <] 582 20| 647 | 284 than * - RS e B e e 43)505
2. Muccudeiny -} 632 | 80 | 1,869 | 402 GRS Biit when separately realized, in the mode
4. Putkan - -} 501 (1,078 | — 359 12,594 of muwvufacturing sult by contract purchase,
4. Berybundy - | 5,401 g | — 380 " termed Mobai, and future sales, literally ex-
§. Kheyrat -. -] 184 | — o = pressed in Persian on the public records Fe-
Total ~[7,350 | 1,240 | 2,516 | 1,425 ronsh Nemuck, as hath been invariably the
custom since the administration of Jaffier lKhan;
3 Toras net Ausil Jwnma - -7y 4,321,848 I then, the revenue was to be calcuhm;d of course,
. i according to the quantity of salt delivered, and |\
Awahe; g s :,T: ';Z,i“‘\_ I%M_ N the rate ft whichqil was)sold on account of the
o S Tuck, | Snith. Nuzim, to whose jugeer the first profits usually
: 4 appertained. .-
v. Khasnovessy-| 2,464] 805 — X - .
2. {‘eel Khaneh -| 3,056 1,761 3701 Thus, in 1169, and subsequently, the quantit:
3. ;,ﬂ- Mathoot = | 1,561 - 872 145 of sa!t'lyllde and delivered throughout all
4 Ahuck - | 3,019 1,609 188] the divisions of l]e(ljel;e was Mf'&,sg,ut!,
5. Chout- - -] — | 7,309 1,334) ! 1,516 and which, at the estimated selling price at
6. Nuz Munsoor | — | -5,875 — Hooghly then authoritatively fixed at 6o R*
7. FoujedarryMoab| — |- 454 124} per M4, as settled with the zemindars or
8, SeifSicea -2 5.607| 13,435 2,092| mierchants, producedin gross = - - R*| 512,056
Totl ~ - 3'%5!_1‘ 32.208| 38,444 4,253 Serin]jammy, or charges of manufacture re-
: . ly to be deducted from this fund
Total Ausil and Ezafa on the Mudhoory gularly ol g
portion of Hedjelee to 1172 - = StRv §| 533,364 instead of the M“dbom_'" e
(38 5 oo e —— In cash, as before stated - - - 1,72,302
From which, was usually deducted, thougli in right, always Sult, the surplusof 8 lacks - 82,138
10 be refunded in course of the year, the ordinary ad- 8o 2,04,440
vances mude for the manufactory of salf, forming the , N "
capital serinjanuny of contract purchase money settled et amual profit fnrt!u:o.mms to the Sc'".b“h:
with the zemindars at thé rate of 22 R* per M¢, and - dar, under the heud of ‘fowleer - - §* R | 3,07,616
amaunting in all, to 1788,000 1upecs, but deducling @ part > I ’ : R
paid ia sult, being the surplus Devond eight lacks of A&, {| . (el m‘n«;t‘nb.&c- swodrated] oo e08 | 141,348
or uearly 5,400 MY, valued rightfully at prime cost, or | .2 N f""_‘: e = 8 bl
formerly, at the telling.estimated price, the sum really || & Mhesa “3 entire - -~ 280,122 [ 1,921,311
advanced in cash did natexceed 1,72,302 S* Rupees. < Toomluck entire - - - 51,452 || 26,753
3 Sujahmootah - - -~ 40,066 18,205
The net total Jumroa. Madhaory of 1169: was no more 5 ¢

—

. 1
Yet from this amount, in propriety, should elso be deducted

the ancient Jumma Nugdy or Kahlary rent, to chew the
clear yearly advantage resulting from the more recent
systein of managing the saltlands ; but as the whole of the
public receipts depending on- the rate of sule (in the time of
Alverd: A.D. 1152, estimated us high as 150 R* per M¢)
came, into the swme exchequer; and as there could be no
politicul reason then, for any specification of the former

tormer hewd

are both included under the rental thus absorbed; so now it is sufficient merely tostrte
3 : it, by way of memorundum. '

ACCORDING to the preceding statement then, in the first Dewanny settlemont of the Company, the
bundobust of ull the mudh 'y and o ky lands of the several divisions of [Tedjelee, should huve besn
sated gt o net malgoozary of S* R*8,40,980, or taking the jumma kool of Cossica Aly in 1169, at
R*8,36,874. Nevertheless M. R. Khan, in 1172, states it only 5,75,240 R*, e had, indeed, the
<xample of his predecessor Nundcomar the year before, in reducing it to 6,65,320; but in this instance
at least, he.could assign a more justifiable reason for an appurent greater defalcation; aod his state-
ment in facts, seemns accurately just. -On the 1st of September 1172 A. B. rather before the com-
mencement of the Velayty year of Orissn, observed in the district now under cansiderstion, the
society of Salt was instituted; and the whole.nemucky portion of territory, with all its valuable pro-
duction, was transferred exclusively to their agents. In this, however, the honourable Company
were oo losers. A duty of g5 R*per M¢ the first year, and of 50 per cent. the second, levied on tha
quantity of sult manufactured, amounted to an ample com ion for the.c 'y towfeer of the
soubahdar, now rightfully devolving by cenvention to the British government. At the same time, it
is to be remarked, that the naib dewan's settlement, as it could only virtually bave extended to the
mudhioory lands, so it comprehends almost precisely the full genuine rental of thut division, together
avith the .encient jumme nugdy of the nemucky portion; which cquitably was to be accounted for,
whien te regular profits of the mobai were privately alienated, or not immediately forthcoming. to

the

. X -
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the sovereign. In like manner, it will be found invariably, that wherever the locul residence of Euro- ;
pean interference or of theirusency, with the revenues, and @ narrow simple detaul of zemindarry ma- ‘-,,:”‘;,-“;.2'?{‘:“.:.,,““
pazement,afforded an easy opportunity to the Company’s servants of acquiring g comnpetent knowledge of Bengal.
of the aetual collections, the jummuabundy of 172, se fur from being reduced elow the former M et
proper stabidard, was rather increased, to the great oppression of the ryots, il ol even imposing an Foujednsry of
vinecessary burden ou the hicher Lindholders, who were not possessed of the means to purchase Uedeloe:
induleences. But when the deputy minister of the finances appears on the present occusion, Lo have
selapsed to the original system of peculation, as in the deceptive hquidation of budances, by stating
end whnitting remnissions at the close of two succeeding yeurs, under the head o ** Heliciency in the
salt manutucture of Hedjelee, on uccount of the exclusive trade of the lately iuatituted society, " to the
siount of 2,083,153 R wnawally,” asiferedit hud been g,‘n"eu in the hundobust for any part ol the pro-
duce of the memucky lands, or that the mudhoor was to be niwde answerable tur'the seciel, in sume
measare fraudulent, emalunents of the zewindars, in making, within the teriitory setapu:t for Kabilas
wies, wbuvut four lacksiol maunds uboye the quuntity of salt usually delivered to government, nid which
Litherto enjoyed, because undiscovered, they were thow, by @ new arrungement, to be deprived of {ron
this tune forward. ‘The mohat income geems to hieve been altogether embezzled or lost to the exche-
gaer, until the year 1178 A. D. when the whole ordinary revenue of the foujedarry was brought back
to near its original rightful standard, by u duty of 30 per cent. henceforth directed to be levied on the
tramsport of salt from the churs t the markets for sale, carried thither at the nisk af a profit of private
nerchants, who still, fron the fewness of their numbers, did and must ever, in Beogal, form a corps
of monupalists, That this inpost fell short of the expected returhs, ona basis of twenty-rizht Tucks of
“maunds, #s the quantity annuully consumed or sold, is no proof of an exagyerawd caleulution; on the
contrary, its moderation was before, as it huth been since, sufficicnzly estublished an grounds of expe-
rimental certainty; and the deficiency may, io Uis instauce, 2sin every other, be attributed, when:
vot to European influence, to the neglect, chicanery, or corruption of nutive adininistration, ~ In 1184,
and subsequeatly, the entire rental of Hedjelee, ona medium of the three preceding years receiptsy
sccording to the accounts then made up, was stated at rupees 7,13.684, of which 4,11,005 nemucky,
aud 3,04,689 mudhoory. But the former portion of the jumma, included for chiarges of the munufac-
tare in serinjammy, salt 22,021 R, and in cash advanced frem the other division, to be replaced,
though not so done, ugreeeable to ancient usuge, rupres 1,07,233. Besides this, from the latter share of
the average bundobust, were further actually deducted 1,313,174 R*, for expense of a motussl manage-
ment, having only a neat malgoozary for.the gruble lands, of 1,70,515 ; and which, together with the
mobai.profits, thus improperly swelled by the amaunt of a borrowed capital, constituted u total clear
income of no more thun 5,60,488 H*. At the same time, it is to be observed, that the native aumecns,
atill iere checked in their accounts by the formally independent canvugoes of Orissy, found sources the
year immediately befare, for a tersitorial revenue exclusive of platek, and the whole of “the salt
product of 6,09,299 n;pccs,'o\'er and sbove a babzee zemeen or chakeran allotments, comprizing
317,553 begas of productive ground, without estimating the similar {roudulent alienations that
would prebably have been discovered in the pergunnah of Féomluck, if their inquiries, or our infor«
mation, had extended to the ascertainment of the fact. Notwithstanding all this, however, in 1187,
the jummabundy kool of the foujedurry continuing to be rated at the medium standard of 1184, a sepa-
ration of the mudhoory and nemucky funds took place, in the above stuted proportions, and the amount
of the latter finally witbdrawn or deducted from the annual rent-roll of the soubaly, was in future to
ke part, or be absorbed, together with the established duty of 3o per cent. being in all, equivalent
toa selling price of only go rupees p'g Mds. in the larger expected advantages to be derived from a
seform in the institution of sait, at this time udopted; extending the system of mobai, to all the other
districts of Bengal producing that necessary erticle of internal corsumption, and caleuluted to hiing
the whole of a reasonable profit on the first seles, into the needy public exchequer, instead of sharing it,
in & very unequal proportion of the actual gain, with a few private monopolists. A dispute arose
between the comptroller appointed to the newly modelled adininistration of this important brunch of
the collections, and the committee of revenue also receutly formed to superintend at the Precidency
the finances generally of all the British dominions immediately dependent on Fort William, touching
Ahe propriety of admitting or liquidating in their respective yearly accounts, the defulcation that must
otherwise necessarily appear, in consequence of the late dismenberments from the yearly amount of*
territorial income, On the part of the former, who, indecd, was more especislly interested in the
-issue, s entitled to a commission alone on the net profit resulting from the innovation, it wus suggested
that kahlary or ground rent only (according to my information, to Le valued as before stated, at
43565 R*) could bes properly due of.forthcomng to the exchequer frow the sult lunds ; and-that the ®
remainder, claimed from thé produce-ef the munulucture, in lieu of the bundobusty deductions, made
‘on the separation of the two depurtments nemucky and mudhcory, wus not admissible, as chiefly
arising from new and temporary sources, created by the estsblishment of a particular system, which *
perished when it was changed. * On the other side, a compeasation for the customary receipts of the
XKhalsain the usual form, was insisted on, as conformable to the first medium settlement of 11845 and ©
the propriety of the demand was supported on the following arguments: * that from the time the
salt districts were under Mr. Lushington, to that period, the consoliduted amount urising from land
collections and salt produce, lLiad constantly been inserted into the public accounts, as the amonnt
Jjumma of those districts, and in Mr. Lushington's accounts was rated at 8,36,874. 2. 15. Tupees ; that i
i fixing the sum, Mr. Lushingten had made ap estimate of the salt produced in the Hedjelee districts, ©
and rated tie amount of it, at 6o rupees per Mds. ; that according to this valuation, tlie suin on
aecount of sult was 5,12,014. 8. 2. and the mudhoor or land collections emounted to 3,24,859. 10.13."
Tuaking the suin total stated above, as the revenue of the districts ; that the zemindars delivered salt®
dppart payment of their revenue, gud they were credited at the rate of Go rupees for every bundred
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maurds they delivered, and their deficiencies were charged, at the same rate ; and fimally, that hence
it appeared, the revenue arising from salt, was as much an article of the jumma, as that arising
from the lands ; for that the total of the two articles, was what formed the actual jumma of thpse
districts.” If I entertained any doubts of the authenticity of the accounts from which I have drawn
the statements already exhibited on the subject of the Hedjelee revenue, I should here confidently
xvail myself of the corroboratirg testimony of Mr. Lushington, one of the ablest and best instructed
servints of the Company cmplnycd in the management of their finances ; for though he was erro-
neously supposed to be the regulator himself, of the estimated selling price of Hooghly ut 6o rupees per
Mds. this article, wilhi the rest of his caleulations, will be found exactly correspondent to the particu-
dars of mine, assigned to Cossim Aly’s administration in 1169, with the difference, that I have deducted,
the serinjummy charges of magufacturing the salt rather from the gross produce of its own sale, than
lessen the proper income of the mudhoory, by appropriatiog so much of it in the form of a borrowed
fund, to procure what might be considered an extraneous or relative financial advantage. But it may
He soflicient in this place to observe, that both parties sdhering to their respective opinions, & double
entry in their accounts (taking in the contested profits of the mobai and rowaneh duties of 30 per cent.)
hanth swelled the amount of, and operated as a deception in, the geueral yearly statement of the
resources of governuient ; and thut the true considerations of right énd policy involved in the question,
seem to have been entirely overlooked. "These, udoubtedly required a preservation of the old forms,
through whatever channel the sum of the absorbed collections were henceforth made to appear ; and
it is a maximin every well repulated system of finance, never to relinquizh a claim in form, to an
establishied prior impost, though lost in fact, in the magnitude of a greater future exaction on the same
or like foundation ; at least, until experienced advantage recammends the permunency of the latter.
Ilitherto, though the temporary begefits of the new mode cunnot be controverted; yet their extent and
continumce, are points of much speculative doubt, on grounds of apparent solid reasoning.

1'%, 1 have myself elsewhere, in a calculation which I rather wish may be found undet-rated,
reduced the actual profits of the Company, en comparison of what they were before entitled to, or
might have realized on salt, by virtue of existing regulations, to 16 lucks of rupees. If we assume
the seling price in Aliverdy’s administration, being at the rate of 150 rupees per Mds. as the
standard of former income, the difference will be considerably less; but if we take into the accosnt,
the greater advantage beslowed through the favour of government on private morchants, and now
«only resuined in its proper behalf, the supposed gain of the modemn plan would probably dwindle to
nothing. and then the seeming possibility of levying, in the form of & simple duty, the full equivalent’
of a monapely sale may, some time or other, mduce the adoption of the former in preference to the’
latter mode, which though essentially the same, would, from & mere nominal distinction, convey a very
«lifferent idea to prejudiced populur imagination.—2dly. The prohibitien of the trade in this article,
from our settlements in the East, is o small relative disadvautage ; but the concession in favour
-of the French must be deemed highly impolitic and dangervus, only to ise warranted on the plea
of éyident necessity.  As well inight merchants of Great Dritain resldmg in France,claim éxemption _
dront the &nlille, as that French fuctors settled in Bengul, for carrying on thieir commierce to iurope,
should pretend to interfere; in un itternat financial regulation of the Soubabs ; and when the servants
«wf the Enplish .company, in_fact musters of the covutry, by a false mterested construction of the
anost extensive imperial firtnun privileges ever granted to foreigners, attempted to obtain such aw’
wiconstitutionid indulgence, subversive of the luw of nations, their conduct was justly reprobated
by tkeir superiors 3 nor did the French presume in 1765, even to animadvert on the exclusive right
transferred to-the society then established.—gdly. The uncertainty on every occasion, of insuring
an intelligent, foithful and vigilant admimistration om which the larger profits of the present universal
mobai manngement must in a great measure depend ; might be used s 4 strong argument agnmat
the probability-of its duratien. Natoral difficulties oppusing the constant local inspection 'of
Y.uropean agents, the depravity of nutives necessarily employed in paying the meolungees or super-
iuiending their operations in detail, and abose all the non-existence of custom-house checks, to’
prevent the clundestine traffic of extra salt procured from the neighbouring province of Cuttack,
or collusively puileined from ¢he Bengal kablaries in the jungles, thenve transported to market
under cover of Rowasick dustucks, granted by the comptroller of the manufucture from the places
-of origraal delivery, are amongst many of the suppoved defects, inherent in the constitution of the
-uctual system teuding to its decline.  Buton the ‘other hand, the more recent order for a publie
sale, will prove u most powerful corrective of almost every abuee, if a penuive standard of the prime
«ost guantity of yearly produce made and sold could coce be ascertained, to direct the proceedings
«of the department intrusted with dnspecticn amd controul i the genersl administration of the
finances ; and this it may be presuined the medimn result of the first five years (beginning from May
1781) offers for all the .essential purposes of an sudit. * In that time, thirty-three lacks of maunds
appedr to have been annually menufuctured at an expense with kablary’ rent, but exclusive of
Europeéan agency, of scventcen lacks of rupees, being at the rate of 514 It* p’ Mds. und excepting o
swrplus fund of three ducks, which should always be kept up to auswer contingencies, were entirely
Jisposed of, in an equal period for sixty-two.and a half lucks of rupees, at the av: erage rate of about
191 R* for muny hundred maunds, While this standard, with a liberal allowance for unforeseen
«casualties, is adhered to, perbaps there can bo so ground for finding fault with, or entering into &
minute investigation uf executive management, and with more certainty the plun itself co beneficially
xonducted, will not be condemned when considered as originating under the pressing exigencies of an
«ustern despotic government and that in the whole scope of its operation, either in principle or
virtusl effect, it is comparatively less burthensome to' the people, more equal in (he distribution,
«f 8 lighter impost, simpler in its detaily, and in every respect, infinitely less cwcptxomble asa scheme
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of finance, than the simpler institution of the gabelle so long establisbed in one of the greatest,
most refined, and politic stutes of modern Europe.

To conclude : -- Whatever ought to have been the rule, or may in future be adopted, for the amount,
receipt, or hiquidation of the revenue forthcoming from the nemucky portion of Hedjelee, the income
of the mughoory as arising from territorial sources totally distinet, and altagether sepavated from
the salt lands since the commencement of the Vilayty year 1189, tlough then put under the same
Furopean supesintendents, should have suffered no dipiaution; but rather an upparent increase by
stoppage of the aniuel funds of rent before borrowed frem the one, to make good the necessury
udvances in carrying on the manufycture, which alone rendered the other division of the district, ia
the feast productive ; yet this, is so fur from being the case, that in 1190, A. D. the gross jumma ta
the share of arable ground entire is stated ouly at R* 3,49.431, and being incumbered with mofussit
serinjamuny charges nf 1.67,280 R, yieided no more than 1,82.151 Rupees, net mudgoozary, which
compared with the originul clear rental to 1172, leaving a recoveruble defuleation of three and
a hulf lacks of rupees annually; from the mudhoory territory, muking part of the foujedurry of
Tledjelee, as before described, in extentor valve. ‘
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