
 
xi 

 

CONTENTS 

 Page No 
   
 DECLARATION i 
 CERTIFICATE iv 
 DECLARATION viii 
 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT x 
 LIST OF CHAPTER CONTENTS xi 
 LIST OF TABLES,FIGURES AND MAPS xiv 
 ABBREVIATIONS xvii 
  
CHAPTER 1:     INTRODUCTION 1-48 

 1.1. Background of the Study 1 

 1.2. Land Acquisitions for Industries  in West Bengal 3 

 1.3. The Role of State in  Land Management 10 

 1.4. Statement of the Problem 12 

 1.5. Review of Literature 16 

 1.6. Research Gaps 37 

 1.7. Objectives of the Proposed Study 38 

 1.8. The Policy Shift in Land Acquisition 40 

 1.9. Research Questions 41 

 1.10. Selected Area of Study 42 

 1.11. Research Methodology 45 

 1.12. Scope of the Study 47 

 1.13. Chaptalization 47 

    
CHAPTER 2: AN OVERVIEW OF THE WEST BENGAL AGRO-BASED ECONOMY                           49-117 

 2.1. Introduction 49 

 2.2. The Agro-Climatic Regions of The State 50 

 2.3. Agro-Economic Profile 53 

  2.3.1. Institutional Credit banking facilities in the state 53 

  2.3.2. Credit flow to the Agricultural Sector 55 

 2.4. Scenario and  Background of Indian  Agriculture 56 

  2.4.1. Agrarian changes during the Colonial period 57 

  2.4.2. Commercialization of agriculture 58 

  2.4.3. Agrarian changes after independence 60 

 2.5. Neo-liberalism in India: Post Globalisation Era and Land Acquisition 62 

 2.6. Agricultural Policy after Independence in West Bengal 69 

  2.6.1. Pre-Left Front Government Era 70 

  2.6.2. Changes during the Left Front Government 73 

   Operation Barga 75 

   Other Focal Areas in Agricultural Policy 81 

   Agricultural productivity 81 

   The entry of the Market Economy in the 1990s 85 

 2.7. The Critical Debate 87 

 2.8. Industrial Policy after Independence in West Bengal 93 

  2.8.1. Economic situation before the left front Regime 94 

  2.8.2. The post-Left Front Developments 97 



 
xii 

 

   Industrial Policy, 1978 100 

   Centre-state Debate First Phase 103 

   Industrial Policy 1994 110 

   The Second Phase towards Industrialisation 113 

   The Dilemmas and Contradiction 115 

 2.9. Conclusion 117 

    
CHAPTER 3 : LAND REFORM AND LAND ACQUISITION IN WEST BENGAL                   118-175 

 3.1. Introduction 118 

 3.2. Importance of Land Reform 120 

 3.3. Different  Models of Land Reform 125 

  3.3.1. West Bengal(Small landholding) Model 126 

  3.3.2. Punjab (Large Landholding) Model 126 

 3.4. Phases of Land Reform in West Bengal after Independence 127 

  3.4.1. First Phase(1950-1966) 127 

  3.4.2. Second Phase(1967-1977) 127 

  3.4.3. Third Phase (Operation Barga-1978-1982) 130 

 3.5. Land Reform and Sustainable Development under the Left Front Government 134 

 
3.6. A review of the Land Reforms Programme 141 

 
3.7. The Effect of Land Redistribution 149 

  3.7.1. Changes in Distribution of Landin the Ownership 150 

  3.7.2. Changes in the Distribution of Operational Holdings 152 

 3.8. Land Reclamation and Land Acquisition of West Bengal 155 

 3.9.  Analysis of Land Acquisition Versus Land Reforms 158 

  3.9.1. Reverse Sale of Barga Lands 160 

  3.9.2. Decline in Food Grains Production 160 

 3.10. The Role of Land Reform  in Agricultural Growth 163 

 3.11. Ground Realities of Land Acquisition in the Perspective of Land Reforms 165 

 3.12. Peasant Movement in Singur and Nandigram 168 

 3.13. Conclusion 169 

    
CHAPOTER 4 : LEGAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL IMPLICATIONS OF LAND ACQUISITION    175-217 

 4.1. Introduction 175 

 4.2. From the Fundamental Right to Legal Right 179 

 4.3. The Doctrine Eminent Domain 182 

 4.4. Public Purpose 183 

 4.5. Frameworks of Land Acquisitions 185 

  4.5.1. The Land Acquisition Act, 1894 187 

  4.5.2. Land Acquisitions Act after Independence 194 

  4.5.3. Loopholes in the Land Acquisition Act 197 

  4.5.4. Present Situation 200 

 4.6. Land Acquisitions provision and its comparison 201 

 4.7. Singur Case and the Idea of Justice 211 

 4.8. Conclusion  215 

    
CHAPTER 5 : REVISED LAND ACQUISITION POLICY IN THE STATE                                 218-242 



 
xiii 

 

 5.1. Introduction 218 

 5.2. New  Land Allotment Policy of the West Bengal Government 219 

 5.3. Transfer of land to the Private Sector 223 

 5.4. Proposed  Strategic  Interventions 224 

 5.5. Business Policy 227 

 5.6. Conclusions 237 

    
CHAPTER 6 : CASE STUDY- I  LAND ACQUISITION AT SINGUR                                          243-284 

 6.1. Introduction 243 

 6.2. Profile of the project area 244 

 6.3. Land Reforms and Agricultural Holdings 247 

 6.4. Process of Land acquisition and Resistance 249 

 6.5. The departure of the Tata Motors 254 

 6.6. The Burning Debates 256 

 6.7. The Narratives of Land at Singur 257 

 6.8. Finding and Analysis 260 

 6.9. Category wise response of various stakeholders 268 

 6.10. Impact Upon Livelihood of People 273 

 6.11. Journey back to Agriculture from Industry in Singur 277 

 6.12. Conclusion 280 

    
CHAPTER 7 : CASE STUDY- II  LAND ACQUISITION AT NANDIGRAM                             285-312 

 7.1. Introduction 285 

 7.2. Nandigram in History 287 

 7.3. Land Acquisition Initiatives 290 

 7.4. Protest and resistance at Nandigram 291 

 7.5. ‘Community’ and the Bhumi Uchchhed Pratirodh Committee 294 

 7.6. Delineated Area  of the Study 296 

 7.7. Demographic and Socio-Economic Profile of Nandigram 301 

 7.8. Economy of the Study Area 302 

 7.9. Infrastructural Development 308 

 7.10. Conclusion 310 

    
CHAPTER 8 : CONCLUSTION 313-331 

 8.2. Land Acquisition and Agrarian Change 315 

 8.3. Dynamics of Agro-based Transformation 319 

 
8.4. Negative impacts of land acquisition 321 

 8.5. Major Findings 323 

 8.6. Limitation of the Study 326 

 8.7. Conclusions and Observations 327 

 SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY 332 

 APPENDIX 345-360 

 


