ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The endless thanks go to the God almighty for all the blessings he has showered onto
me, which has enabled me to write this last note in my research work. During the period of
my research, as in the rest of my life, | have always been blessed by the God with some
extraordinary people who have lent their invaluable support to me. Words can never be
enough to express how grateful 1 am to these incredible people in my life that made this

thesis possible. | would thank all of them from the core of my heart.

| express my sincere gratitude to my supervisor Dr. Abhisek Chakrabarty, Assistant Professor
of the Department of Remote Sensing & GIS, Vidyasagar
University. His constant support and care in every phase of the study makes this study
achievable. | appreciate all his contributions of ideas, time, and relentless support to make my
Ph.D. experience productive and stimulating. Each meeting with him added invaluable
aspects to the implementation and broadened my perspective. | would like to thank him for
giving me opportunities to attend various trainings and seminars on the course of my

research.

I am also thanking to  Dr. Jaytisankar = Bandhyapadyay  (Assistant
Professor) and Dr. Dipanwita K. Dutta (H.O.D. and Asst. Professor) of Department of
Remote Sensing & GIS Vidyasagar University for them valuable guidance, expert
suggestions and deep insight which helped me to focus on the right things from the beginning

of the research.

| express my sincere gratitude to the authorities of the Vidyasagar University, for their
support by providing the registration and allowing me to carry out this research work in the

area of my interest.

| thanks to DSP (HQ) Purulia District [2011], Subrata Sen (ASI, WBAP, Midnapore Sub
Division) for granting me to access data of all districts and special processing of data for my

research.

| feel immensely indebted to Dr. Purrna Brata Hazra (Sr. Scientist), Sanjoy Nag (Sr.
Scientist), Aditi Achariya (Sr. Scientist), other personnel of Department of Science and

Technology, Govt. of West Bengal as they gave me kind support in my research work.



| am also thankful to the Dr. Biswaranjan Mistri, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Geography
University of Burdwan, and Dr. Sebak Jana, Professor, Department of Economics with Rural
Development Vidyasagar University for their constant motivation and co-operation for this

research activity from time to time.

I am enormously grateful to my colleague at Department of Science and Technology whose
constant motivation and scholarly guidance has acted as a major driving force for this

research activity.

I am extremely thankful to Subra Prakash Mandal, Sanjit Mahato, Sanjoy Mondal who have
contributed during the formatting of the thesis and many other all my respondents in the

subject have helped me to completion and execute this research activity.

| am also indebted to my friends Utpal Bakshi, Rajdeep Maity, Deblina Maity (Chakraborty),
Anusrita Dutta they have contagious and motivational for me, even during tough times in the
Ph.D. pursuit.

Last, but not the least | would like to offer my sincere gratitude to my family members,
especially my father Mr. Amiya Bhaya, my mother Mrs. Sandhya Bhaya, my brother

Prasanta Bhaya.

| feel highly indebted to those persons who extended me support directly or indirectly in this

research. | thanks them all.

Date: 10/07/2019 Srikanta Bhaya



