Acknowledgements

At the outset, I remember my father, Late Swarnendu Kumar Basu whose departed
soul invisibly provided me with a continuous mental support in understanding this
research work and I would like to dedicate this work towards his sacred memory.

I would like to express my fathom-less gratitude to my research guide Professor
Kartick Chandra Paul (Former Professor, Department of Business Administration,
Vidyasagar University) and Professor Purnendu Sekhar Das (Former Professor,
VGSOM, IIT, Kharagpur) for their valuable guidance, scholarly and thought-
provoking inputs and consistent encouragement throughout the research work.

I wish to profusely thank Dr. Tarun Sengupta (Associate Professor of Economics,
South Malda College) who always made himself available to clarify my doubts in
selecting methodology despite his busy schedules. His immense knowledge and
technical guidance helped me a lot to carry out my Ph.D. work smoothly.

My solicitous and humble thanks goes to Dr. Sudipta Ghosh (Assistant Professor of
Commerce, P.K.College, Contai) for having his influential contribution in selecting
methodology and giving meticulous suggestion regarding analysis of data. Without
his assistance my research work would have taken much longer to complete.

I am extremely grateful to my Sir Bibekanada Dasmahapatra (Associate Professor of
Commerce, K.D. College of Commerce) and my friend Dr. Swapan Sarkar (Assistant
Professor of Commerce, Calcutta University) for their worthy information, ideas and
inspirations to make this research work successful.

I would also like to thank all the members of the Ph.D. Committee and all the faculties of
the Department of Commerce, Vidyasagar University for their precious advice and

motivational cooperation at various points of time to accomplish my research objectives



Acknowledgements (Continued)

and in creating uniqueness from various perspectives. I am also indebted to my colleagues
and friends for their wonderful collaboration.

I am extremely indebted to the members of my family and near-relatives as well for their
sacrifice in compromising their time with a view to providing me with the opportunity or
devoting more time in my research work. Special thanks must go to my mother, Mrs.
Srilekha Basu, my wife, Mrs. Subarna Basu (Assistant Teacher, Belti Giribala Vidyapith)
and my daughter, Miss. Samriddhi Basu who voluntarily formed an informal group with
the determination of giving me relief from all sorts of domestic affairs during the period
of my entire work.

Finally, I would recall the co-operation of Dhar Brothers, Kolkata, for bringing out the

thesis in such an elegant form.

TAMAL BASU

il



