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Preface 

 

         Mollusca is a large phylum second after arthropods. It colonises in every possible 

habitat and dominates the benthic communities among the all aquatic ecosystem. 

Bellamya bengalensis is such kind of mollusca (class-gastropoda) which has a 

prospective economical significance in West Bengal. Because, this snail interacts more 

intimately with the local indigenous people of West Bengal. Thus, it has an admirable 

demand (edible and non edible value) to the different section of people such as rural, 

semi urban and urban areas of West Bengal.  

          In West Bengal B. bengalensis contribute steady market potentiality, through 

which people of different rural areas of West Bengal (especially south-western Districts) 

able to get their daily livelihood as well as maintain their family. It was observed, this 

fresh water snail act as a very cheap source (in terms of money) of protein and amino 

acid, fatty acid, vitamin etc, particular to those class of people who cannot able to buy 

milk, fishes, meats every day, regarding economical setback condition. Not only that 

doctors often recommend this snail for consumption to those people who are suffering 

from vision problem, bone related problems, stomach upsets etc. So, in this regards it can 

be proposed as B. bengalensis conceive this kind of noble nutritional values, therefore it 

can be commercially exploit by involving directly or indirectly rural people to make 

several value added edible and non edible items, pharmaceutical items etc. This can lead 

to provide tangible benefit towards the sio-economic development.                                                                       



Industrial Prospect of ……...Bellamya bengalensis                                                                                                                       Preface 

Chakraborty, D., 2015                                                                                                                                                        Ph. D. thesis 

 

         Side by side it can also be indicated that, now at the present scenario of 

globalization, demand: resource ratio is mounting day by day, availability of common 

animal nutritional resources (i.e. fish, chicken, mutton etc.) are showing decreasing trend, 

side by side product (mainly edible common consumable animal sources) price is 

increasing day by day, in this circumstances people often cannot capable to procure their 

desirable food items. In these situations, B.bengalensis can be a solution against these 

present food security problems.  

         Industrial prospect of any biological organism consist, which have a good 

biological/organic values. From these ideas, the present research study was involved 

about the scientific utilization of B. bengalensis with a concept of industrialization, 

regarding economic development which may lead to create advancement and 

improvement of our society. 

 

 

(Debajit Chakraborty) 
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