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2016
MCA 1st Seme. Examination
COMMUNICATIVE ENGLISH
PAPER—MCA-108
{Practical)
Full Marks : 70
Time : 3 Hours

The figures in the margin indicate full marks.

Candidates are reguired to give their answers in their
own words as far as practicable.

fllustrate the answers wherever necessary.

1. All questions are compulsory

What is a perfectly free person? Ev:dently a person who
can do what he likes, when he likes, and where he likes,
or do nothing at all if he prefers it. Well, there is no such
person, and there never can be any such person. Whether
we like it or not, we must all sleep for one third of our
lifetime-wash and dress and undress-we must spend a
couple of hours eating- and drinking-we must spend
nearly as much in getting about from place to place.
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For half the day we are slaves to necessities which we
cannot shirk, whether we are monarchs with a thousand
slaves or humble labourers with no servants but their
wives. And the wives must undertake the additional heavy
slavery of childbearing, if the world is still to be peopled.
These natural jobs cannot be shirked. But they involve
other jobs which can. As we must eat we must first
provide food; as we must sleep, we must have beds, and
- bedding in houses with fireplaces and coals; as we must
-walk through the streets, we must have clothes to cover
our ' nakedness. Now, food and houses and clothes can
be -produced by human labour. But when they are
produced they can be stolen. If you like honey you can
let the bees produce it by their labour, and then steal it
from them. If you are too lazy to get about from place
to place on your own legs you can make a slave of a horse.
And what you do to a horse or : a bee, you can also do
to a man or woman or a child, if you can get the upper
hand of them by force or fraud or trickery of any sort,
or even by teaching them that it is their religious duty
to sacrifice their freedom to yours. '
So beware! If you allow any person, or class of persons,
to get the upper hand of you, he will shift all that part
of his slavery to Nature that can be shifted on to your
shoulders; and you will find yourself working from eight
to fourteen hours a day when, if you had only yourself
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and your family to provide for, you could do it quite
comfortably in half the time or less. The object of all
honest governments should be to prevent your being
imposed on in this way. But the object of most actual
governments, I regret to say, is exactly the opposite. They
enforce your slavery and call it freedom. But they also
regulate your slavery, kecping‘ the greed of your masters
within certain bounds. When chattel slavery of the negro
sort costs more than wage slavery, they abolish chattel
slavery and make you free to choose between one
employment or one master and another and this they call
a glorious triumph for freedom, though for you it is merely
the key of the street. When you complain, they promise -
that in future you shall govern the country for yourself.
Théy redeem this promise by giving you a vote, and having
a general election every five years or so.

At the election two of their rich friends ask for your vote
and you are free to choose which of them you will vote
for to spite the other-a choice which leaves you no freer
than you were before, as it does not reduce your hours
of labour by a single minute. But the newspapers assure
you that your vote has decided the election, and that this
constitutes you a free citizen in a democratic country. The
amazing thing about it is that you are fool enough to
believe them. '
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Now mark another big difference between the natural
slavery of man to Nature and the unnatural slavery of
man to man. Nature is kind to her slaves. If she forces
you to eat and drink, she makes eating and drinking so
pleasant that when we can afford it we eat and drink too
much. We must sleep or go mad: but then sleep is so
pleasant that we have great difficulty in getting up in the
morning. And firesides and families seem so pleasant to
the young that they get married and join building
societies to realise their dreams. Thus, instead of
resenting our natural wants as® slavery, we take the
greatest pleasure in their satisfadtion. We write
sentimental songs in praise of them. A trélmp can earn
his supper by singing Home, Sweet Home.

The slavery of man to man is the very opposite of this.
It is hateful to the body and to the spirit. Our poets do
not praise it: they proclaim that no man is good enough
to be another man's master. The latest of the great Jewish
prophets, -a gentleman named Marx, spent his life in
proving that there is no extremity of selfish cruelty at
which the slavery of man to man will stop if it be not
stopped by law. You can see for yourself that it produces
a state of continual civil war-called the class war-between
the slaves and their masters, organised as Trade Unions
on one side and Employers' Federations on the other.
Saint Thomas More, who has just been canonized,
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held that we shall never have a peaceful and stable society
until this struggle is ended by the abolition of slavery
altogether, and the compulsion of everyone to do his share
of the world's work with his own hands and brains, and
not to attempt to put it on anyone else.

{a} Who is a truly free man? _ 5
(b) What is man's natural slavery to Nature.: 5
(c) What is man’s unnatural slavery to man? 5

(d) What is the difference between the natural slavery of
man to Nature and the unnatural slavery of man to

man ? : 10
(¢) Can there really be a freeman 2 5
(i Find the words from the passage that mean :2x10
(i} limits ; '
, {iij have enough money to pay for ;
(ii)) avoid ;
(iv) transfer ;
v) steadj i
~ (vi) formally putting an end to ;

{vii) the action or state of forcing or being forced to
do something ;
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(viii) a person who search from place to place on foot

in search of working a vagrant on a beggar ;
{ix} of low social, administrative, or political rank ;

(x) deliberately hurt, annoy, or offend (someonej.

2. Write an essay on any one of the following : 1x20

{a) Nuclear weapons have the world a dangerous place.
Do you agree with the statement ?

Or

{(b) Population explosion on over-population.

[ Internal Assessment : 30]
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