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the creator of the world is a blacksmith, This may be accounted for
by the associated symbolism of fire, but also by the fact the iron is
associated with the astral world - the first iron known to man was

meteoric - and with the planet Mars.” ©)
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1A= - “ The Lohar or blacksmith makes and melts the iron
implements of agriculture, such as the ploughshare, axe, sickle and
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Herbert Hope Risley ®fff ‘The Tribes and castes of Bengal’ &%
GG AP TN SeF A=A | fofe TCt=--“From this were forged
eight different kinds of iron, Corresponding, it is said to the eight
classess of kamar known in Midnapore, [......] (7) Dhokras, and (8)
Tamras, Two lower classess of kamars, found in the jungle Mahals in
the West of the districts who eat fowls, are reekoned unclean, and

are served by a degraded class of Brahman.” **”
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saifuddin Chowdhury ®f ‘Aspects of Material and Folk culture
in Bangladesh’ &3 fTt¥t2d—“The utensils that are found to be
relieved on terracotta panels not only throw a light on the different
professonal craftsman such as potters, basket makers, blacksmiths,
metal carvers, gold smiths and Jewellers but at the same time they
also reveal the artistic excellence attained by some such crafts men

as well.” ®Y
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Coomaraswamy ©IF ‘History of Indian and Indonesian Art’ &3

etttz —

“Brass and to a less extent copper are widely used amongst
Hindus for domestic utensils and ceremonial implements. The
commonest from is the small water vessel known as the ‘lota’, [......]
and often decorated with engraved designs. [......] a very long neck
used for carrying Ganges water. [.....] and personal ritual are found
in an endless variety of fine and sometimes elaborately decorated

forms. €
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o<l 2| H.H.Risley ©F ‘The Tribes and Castes of Bengal’ &t3
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“The Kamars or Karmakars of Bengal are popularly believed to
be descended from on intrigue between a women of the Sudra Caste

and the celestial artificer Viswa-Karma.” "
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©i¥ - ‘The Tribes and Castes of Bengal’alt3 a2 -

Lohar kamars, who work in iron; (2) Pintule-kamars,who make
brass utensils; (3) Kansaris, who work in bell-metal;[......] (6) Chanda

. 1 . . (¢
kamars, whose speciality is the manufacture of brass mirrors.
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