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“NEARLY all the artistic remains of ancient India are of a

religious nature or were at least made for religious purposes [. . . .]
Ancient India’s religious art differs strikingly from her religious
literature. The latter is the work of men with vocations, Brahmans,
monks and asceties. The former came chiefly from the hands of
secular craftsmen, who, though they worked according to priestly

instructions and increasingly rigid iconographical rules, loved the



world they knew with an intensity which is usually to be seen behind

the religious forms in which they expressed themselves”.
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