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TR P e gare | Remiima itds Aes sifear fewee Mg - ¢
Native artist’. 1851 [EH @S ‘A Descriptive and Historical Account of
the Cotton Manufacturers of Dacca in Bengal’ &8 John Mortimer fTCT=-
.......... the principle operations described being illustrated with woodcuts
copied from drawings executed by a self -taught native artist. It may be
observed that the most striking feature of these processes, and, indeed, of
all the mechanical arts of India, is the apparent inadeuacy of the means
employed, when contrasted with the results produced. With instruments of
rude construction articles are there manufactured which, both in quality
and beauty, frequently surpass similar works executed by complicated

. . . g
machinery in other countries. ”**
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Mortimer ®i¥ ‘ A Descriptive and Historical Account of the Cotton

Manufacturers of Dacca in Bengal’ &3 fe1tt=s-

“ The art of sewing in Bengal is almost entirely confined to the
Mahomedan portion of the community. It is not practised among the
Hindoos, except by a few persons (chiefly females) of the castes of dhobee,

ln (¢qV)]

but it is a branch of industry in which they do not display any skil

QENF @3 I A, AR, 7 @32 9IFIee (ftg @1 George C.M.
Birdwood ©@ ‘The Arts of India’ @t3 fat= -“ The fine cotton
manufacture of santipur arose from its having been the centre of the large
factories established in the Nuddea division, in the old day of East India
Company. The demand for the old cotton flowered and sprigged muslins
of Dacca in Europe has almost entirely fallen off, but there is a brisk and
increasing demand for tussur embroidered muslins, which denominated

throughout India, Parsia, Arabia, Egypt, and Turkey."Q8
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(T IF I3 FHIEE ABe for | SRS AT IF g sty 2 6w |
qETe ©ife "[ﬁ@ faure M8 2@ 81 R. V. Russell ©F ¢ The Tribes and
Castes of the Central Provinces of India, Vol-I &3 f1tat®d- “Thus The
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Tantis made the world renowned fine muslins of Dacca.”
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4094 | John Mortimer 1851 f¥8It% ©fq f&f® ‘A Descriptive and Historical
Account of the cotton Manufacturers of Dacca in Bengal &t3 feicates -
The Hindoo weaver is said erect his loom under the shade of any wide-

. . L8
spreading tree near his house.”
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from the deeper hunger of humanity, its functions socialised, for its use is
distributed through the family and the entire community. Handicraft is

not preoceupied with subjective feeling and thought but objectivity.It can
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be asserted that the distinguishing attribute or handicraft is beauty, not

merely in physical appearance but also in concept.”*¢
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