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PHILOSOPHY

{ Honours ]
PAPER — VII
Full Marks : 90

Time : 4 hours

-The figures in the right hand margin indicate marks

Candidates are required to give their answers in their
own words as far as practicable

Hllustrate the answers wherever necessary
[NEW SYLLABUS]
[Long -Answer Type Questions ]

Answer any two questions, taking at least
one from each Group : 15x2

GROUP - A

'1. (a) Explain, after Hospers, the different
meaning of the word 'meaning'.
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(2)

(b) Distinguish between - natural sign and
conventional sign.

(¢) Examine in this context the following
statement : "Some words may have both
natural and conventional signs." 8+4+3

2. (a) Explain with illustration four different

criteria of sentence meaning.

(b) Do you consider the following sentences to
be meaningful ? Justify your answer.

(i) The colour tastes bitter.
(ii) Snow is red.
(iii) The pen is under the time.

(iv) Friday is in bed. 10+5

3. (a) Illustrate Reason as the source of knowledge

after Hospers.

(b) In this context discuss between deductive
reasoning and Inductive reasoning. 3+12
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GROUP -B
4. How do we know our physical world ? Explain
-after John Hospers. 15

5. How would you formulate the problem of
- substance ? Explain in this connection another
related issues of universal. 8+7

6. What is a cause ? In this context formulate the
idea that cause as constant conjunction. 5+ 10

[Semi-Long -Answer Type Questions |

Answer any five questions, taking at least

two from each Group : 8§x5
GROUP - A
7. Is there any statement which is synthetic and
a priori ? Discuss. . 8
8. Explain Referential theory of meaning. 8

9. Distinguish between denotation and connotation. 8

10. Discuss coherence theory of Truth. 8
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

(4)

Explain Kant's critical theory. 8
GROUP —-B

Discuss confirmability criteria of meaning,. 8

Distinguish between strong and weak idealism. 8

In the following examples, is the relation of 4
to Bthat of necessary condition, sufficient

condition, both or neither ? 7 x4
A B

(@) Overeating 1 Illness

{b) Deciding to raise Raising your hand
your hand

(¢) Occurrence of friction  Occurrence of heat
(b} Running Feeling fatigue

"Change presupposes an enduring thing in which
change occurs." Are you of the same opinion with

this view ? Discuss. 8

Discuss in brief the theory of Naive Realism. 8
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[Short Answer Type Questions ]

Answer any five questions, taking at least
two from each Group : 4x5

GROUP - A

17. What do you mean by behavioural theory of
meaning ? 4

18. Whether the following statement are analytic or
not ? Justify : 2+2

(a) Business is business

~ {b) Blackbirds are black birds.

'19. Explain with example the concept of logical
impossibility ? 4

20. "We have a concept of ‘X" when we can apply the

' word ‘X" correctly." Comment on the above

definition of 'concept’ and discuss what is wrong
with them. 4
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21.

22,

23.

24,

(6)

In which of the following cases does the
'feeling’ guarantee the truth of the statement
about what is felt ? Give reasons. 1x4

(a) Ifeel that next winter will be a severe one.
(5) 1feel that the world will collapse tomorrow
(c) 1feel headache.

(d) 1 feel that I am able to do anything.

GROUP -B

What is the difference between verifying a
proposition and confirming it ? 2+2

Distinguish between statement and meta-
statement. 4

Which of the following propositions would you
consider to be laws of nature and why ?

(a) Iron rusts when exposed to oxygen,

(b) All white tomcats with blue eyes are deaf

(¢) Gold is malleable

(d) All triangles have three sides. 1+1+1+1
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25. What do you mean by summary statement ? 4

26. What is Indeterminism ? 4
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